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“l think the “imagination” part people have captured
really well with some great ideas. But the “center”
part is what | feel like our neighborhood needs a lot.

Just a place where all of us can gather.”

— CHAS, Sandburg Neighborhood Resident
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Imagination Center concept was derived from a two year

long planning process conducted by Madison Public Library that
resulted in Communities Inspiring Libraries: A Strategic Plan for
Eastside Growth. Within this study, the Library identified northeast
Madison as an area in need of a library and expanded library
service, but learned that other civic and social services are needed
as well. As a result, the concept of the Imagination Center was
born, intentionally meant to be opened-ended while additional

planning ensued.

Over an additional two years, the Library completed further
planning and conversed with a great number of community
members. Madison Public Library now seeks to define the
Imagination Center and establish a plan for its creation

and operation at Reindahl Park in partnership with
Madison Parks and the City of Madison’s Department

of Information Technology.

This report is organized in six sections that together lay the
groundwork for the Imagination Center project. The history and
background section details Reindahl Park’s unique past and a
brief history of library service on the east side. The neighborhoods
section describes the northeast Madison region including its
distinctive characteristics, social centers, and land use patterns.
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Demographic indicators of northeast Madison show that the
area’s residents include significant percentages of immigrants
and youth. The Library is excited to serve both populations
with the Imagination Center. Finally, an examination of the
transportation network in the northeast region is included with
a focus on how visitors will be able to reach the Imagination
Center. The Center’s location within a visible public park and
adjacency to a planned Bus Rapid Transit stop will make it a
highly accessible destination.

The vision laid out in these pages is derived from numerous
conversations shared between Library staff and community
members of different ages, experiences, and backgrounds.

The engagement section highlights the 112 conversations
Madison Public Library shared with 425 community members.
Their voices provide unique and valuable perspectives and are
central to the Imagination Center’s success. In addition, the
section shares the process Madison Public Library used to gain
an understanding of community members’ concerns, hopes,
and dreams for their area and the Imagination Center.

The remainder of this document provides recommendations for
the Imagination Center and illustrates how they advance Madison
Public Library and City of Madison goals. In Communities Inspiring
Libraries, Madison Public Library identifies five critical roles to
fulfill through library service on Madison’s east side. The Library
organizes the deliberate recommendations found in this report
by these roles and ties them to the Imagination Center project.



@ Social Forum

The Imagination Center will connect residents to
each other in different ways, spontaneously and
intentionally. The Center will have meeting rooms,
event and gathering space, and a youth and teen
area. It will also create space for Anji Play activities,
a comprehensive approach to early learning
employed by Madison Public Library and

Madison Parks.

@ Civic Innovator

Madison Public Library is committed to providing
opportunities for residents to participate in public
life. The Imagination Center will have citizenship
and immigration resources and will connect area
residents to civic life through voter registration,
election participation, and citizen education.

The Imagination Center will also promote digital
engagement and increase accessibility to

local government.

@ Holistic Health Advocate

The Imagination Center’s location lends itself well
to unique interactions with Reindahl Park, including
environmental education and awareness. The
Center will also place a special focus on health with
the goal of increasing health literacy and health
outcomes through community partnerships.

@ Cultural Platform

Northeast Madison currently lacks opportunities
for residents to engage in the arts. The Imagination
Center will expand the Library’s Artist-in-Residence
program, which will offer unique opportunities

for residents to explore art and cultural heritage
through programming offered in partnership with
the Madison Public Library and Madison Parks. The
Center will offer residents the ability to learn about
and create their own media for artistic and civic
purposes and will be a home for public art.

@ Economic Engine

Madison Public Library discovered that accessing
child care is an obstacle for many northeast Madison
families. The Imagination Center will address child
care challenges and positively influence child care in
the region. Madison Public Library will also provide
access to broadband internet for Imagination
Center visitors, as well as financial empowerment
and literacy assistance.

Imagination Center at Reindahl Park
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A note about the recommendations:

Some of the recommendations in this report will not be surprising.

All Madison Public Library facilities have comprehensive
resources and materials collection, trained and knowledgeable
staff, meeting spaces, technology, and broadband connected
internet. However, recommended services such as child care,
food preparation, and health services may feel like more of a
departure. It is our belief, based on hours of community
conversations, research, and years of embedded work in
Madison’s neighborhoods, that neighborhood challenges require
imaginative solutions. The City of Madison Comprehensive Plan
Imagine Madison: People Powered Planning has inspired us to
develop new ways of providing services to meet the City’s
priorities, and we have identified ways to do this throughout
the report.

The Library has a successful track record of partnering with city
departments and community organizations to increase positive
outcomes for neighborhood residents. As active partners in all
Neighborhood Resource Teams, we’ve reimagined our existing
spaces to better serve partners and residents in large and small
ways, from community dinners to the creation of a Dream Bus,
which brings needed library service to residents with transpor-
tation barriers. In partnership with Madison Parks, through the
Wild Rumpus program in city parks, we’ve collaborated with
Anji Play educators to bring a fresh approach to play and family
interaction to the United States and public libraries.

The Imagination Center will take our partnership approach

a step further. In partnership with the City of Madison
Information Technology Department, the Imagination Center
will address digital engagement. Creating a media studio and
providing advanced communication technology will enable
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residents to interact with City staff and elected officials remotely.
This will connect residents to government and provide tools to
people to share their own experiences and amplify their voices.
Partnerships with public and private organizations will bring
experts in health, nutrition, financial empowerment, environ-
mental education, and more to the Imagination Center. Finally,

a central partnership with Madison Parks will provide countless
opportunities to expand the mix of active programming and
social gatherings to Reindahl Park and the surrounding region.
The co-location of City agencies and resources will respond

to the vision within Imagine Madison of effective government
through improved access and service delivery to our community.
As this project moves forward, we anticipate there may be even
more opportunities for adding other city services to the facilities.

While sharing conversations with community members during
the Imagination Center’s planning process, we’ve heard the
question, “Isn’t this just a library in a park?” We believe it is
more. It is our hope that this project - from the planning stages
to the realization of a shared vision - will serve as an example of
a new way for City of Madison and our community to collabo-
rate together to address regional challenges. Along the way, we
believe this will drive us to collectively seek new ways to offer
community services, and provide a model for City agencies to
learn from each other and share best practices. We hope that you
will imagine these new possibilities with us at the Imagination
Center, a place where we can all learn, share and create together.



INTRODUCTION

In 2016, Madison Public Library completed a plan for library service on Madison’s
eastside called Communities Inspiring Libraries: A Strategic Plan for Eastside Growth.
The plan guides the Library’s growth and makes significant recommendations about
the Library’s future. Communities Inspiring Libraries’ central recommendation is the
construction of a new public library, Madison’s tenth, at Reindahl Park. As the title
suggests, the recommendation is an outgrowth of many community conversations
shared with the Library. While assembling the plan, Madison Public Library discovered
that northeast Madison is in need of expanded library service as well as other civic
services and public amenities. The Library identified Reindahl Park as the place to
address these services gaps, and the concept of the Imagination Center was created.

What is the Imagination Center and how will it impact Madison?
This report aims
Who will be better off because of the Imagination Center?
to answer the
How will the Imagination Center interact with Reindahl Park?
following questions:

What does a successful Imagination Center look like?

To answer these questions, Madison Public Library again turned outward and shared
conversations with community members across Madison. The goal of this report is
not to be prescriptive, but rather to serve as a guide for the Imagination Center’s
construction and operation. The Imagination Center should draw on ideas presented
within, because the vision described in this plan is not a singular vision; it is the
community’s vision. Madison Public Library is pleased to present the Imagination
Center at Reindahl Park.

Imagination Center at Reindahl Park INTRODUCTION
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HISTORY & BACKGROUND

Reindahl Park, as well as northeast Madison, has a singular history

that should inform the Imagination Center project. The section

that follows presents a brief and selective history of the northeast

Madison region, focusing specifically on Reindahl Park and

land ownership records. The Library does not intend this to be

complete history and recognizes that this is ancestral native land.

! Allen Ruff and Tracy Will,
Forward: A History of Dane the

Capital County (Milwaukee, WI:

Goblin Fern Press, 2000).

% History of Dane County:
Biographical and Genealogical.
Madison, WI: Western
Historical Association, 1906.

3 Jen, “ Amund Reindahl:
The Farmer Who Saved
His Land for the Children,”
Madison Sun (Madison),
August 25, 1967.

HISTORY AND BACKGROUND

Reindahl Park Area and Northeast Madison

The area that now comprises northeast Madison was formerly
in the Town of Burke. The Town of Burke has a rich agricultural
past, and most of the town consisted of farmland throughout
the second half of the 19th century into the first half of the 20th
century. From the early 1940s until the late 1960s, the City of
Madison and the City of Sun Prairie annexed large portions of
the Town of Burke.! This land included Truax Field (now Dane
County Regional Airport), as well as the land that would become
home to Madison College and East Towne Mall. The City of
Madison annexed a portion of Reindahl Park in 1956, and the
remainder in 1965.

Prior to its use as a public park, the land that is now Reindahl
Park was a 100-acre farm run by a succession of owners. Early
records show John Catlin, a founding Madisonian, owned and
operated the farm until 1856 when he sold it to Bennett Britton
and his family. The Brittons subsequently built a stagecoach
and inn (the historic “Britton Inn”) on the property and farmed
the land from 1856 to 1867. In 1867, A. A. Meredith, Wisconsin
superintendent of public property, purchased the farm from the
Britton family. He owned the farm for a brief period before
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transferring possession to Civil War General Henry Harnden

in 1874. General Harnden, the most well-known owner in the
farm’s history, commanded the Wisconsin infantry during the
Civil War and became a Wisconsin state legislator after the war’s
conclusion. During the war, Harnden and his troops famously
captured Jefferson Davis, which brought Harnden some fame
and considerable local name recognition. After Harnden’s
ownership, the farm changed hands twice more until Amund
Reindahl purchased the property in 1901.

From 1901 to 1946, Amund Reindahl owned and farmed the
property that would eventually bear his name. Reindahl was an
alumnus of UW-Madison, and he served as the Dane County
register of deeds from 1899 to 1903. For many years after his
service as the register of deeds, he worked as the deputy register
of deeds.? It appears he mostly leased his farm to tenants, but

he was known to have lived on his farm in the second floor

of a stone barn. The stone barn still stands in the park today.

In 1927, Amund Reindahl donated 10 acres of his farm to
Sunnyside School District for a new primary school. The district
built a two-story brick schoolhouse the year prior on his land,
which remained in operation until 1968. Sunnyside School
primarily served families in the Town of Burke and the far
eastside of the City of Madison. The school closed in 1968 and
sat vacant until it was razed in 1994. In 2007, Sunnyside East Ltd
Partnership redeveloped the former school property and built

a shopping center that is on the site today. Although the school
has been demolished, it was emblematic of Amund Reindahl’s
passion for education, children, and community.®

Amund Reindahl died in 1946 at the age of 77. Before his
passing, he willed 90 acres of land to the Town of Burke for
a public park, thereafter to be named Reindahl Park.



Reindahl Park

Reindahl Park took years to develop after Amund Reindahl’s
land donation to the Town of Burke. The Town and Country
Garden Club, a local civic organization, spearheaded efforts to
convert the farm to parkland. It took over two decades of effort,
but on September 13, 1967, the City of Madison opened and
dedicated Reindahl Park. Neighbors of the park and other
interested parties privately funded most of the original park
improvements. Since its opening in 1967 however, the City of
Madison has maintained the park.

Today Reindahl Park is a vibrant community park. The park
offers many recreational opportunities for visitors including nine
soccer fields, eight tennis courts, a basketball court, playground,
splash park, and the only public cricket field in Madison. A
paved recreational path transects the park from its southwest
corner to its eastern boundary at the intersection of Portage Road
and Dwight Drive. The path offers opportunities for biking,
running, and walking through the park. Reindahl Park also

is home to 260 community garden plots. The master plan for
Reindahl Park was updated and approved in 2013 to include the
splash park and the elimination of the ice rink area. At the time

a softball complex was also contemplated, which is shown in the
area where the cricket field currently exists.

Reindahl Park has two main structures, a reservable park shelter
and the stone barn. The shelter at Reindahl Park was built after
the park was dedicated, likely sometime in the 1970s. It is a
concrete structure with a maximum capacity for 110 people.
Three sides of the building are enclosed with a rear opening
facing the interior of the park. There are restrooms on the
southeast side of the shelter and running water. The Reindahl

Imagination Center at Reindahl Park

Park shelter is adjacent to a berm on its north side; a staircase
and ramp ascend the shelter and provide access to a flat roof that
also serves as a scenic overlook.

In recent years, a few community groups have used Reindahl
Park extensively. Madison Cricket Association (est. 2011) uses

the cricket field for leagues and practices. Two youth soccer clubs
practice and play games at Reindahl Park. Madison Football
Club (est. 1998) and Capital East Soccer Club (est. 2012) both host
activities at the park throughout the spring, summer, and fall
seasons. Each club is organized under the Madison Area Youth
Soccer Association (MAYSA), and the clubs predominantly serve
area youth. The Reindahl Park Gardeners group manages the
community garden plots, and garden volunteers handle plot
registrations as well as garden rules. The Reindahl Park Gardens
are part of the regional Gardens Network, a partnership of
Community GroundWorks, UW-Extension - Dane County, and
the City of Madison. The park also serves as the site of one of
several Parks and Library collaborations, hosting two summers
of the Wild Rumpus, an outdoor program focused on the concept
of true play, with an emphasis on early learning.

HISTORY AND BACKGROUND
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East Side Library Service in Madison

Madison Public Library has a long tradition of expansion to
accommodate shifts in population and community needs.

The Madison Free Library, established in 1875, soon outgrew

its two rooms in Madison’s City Hall and by 1906, the library
moved to a Carnegie-funded library on Carroll Street. The
Library opened a series of satellite library locations in Madison
schools, followed by the first library branch on Williamson Street
in 1912. Madison Public Library then added the Monroe Street
(1944) and Sequoya (1957) libraries on the near west side. The
Williamson Street location was subsequently replaced with three
new east side libraries that expanded library services at the
Hawthorne (1958), Lakeview (1959), and Pinney libraries (1966).
In the south and southwest, Madison Public Library opened
South Madison (1967) and Meadowridge (1974) libraries, and
relocated and expanded the main library to become the Central
Library at its present site (1965). Hawthorne and Lakeview
Libraries moved several times during this period, often relocating
further from the center of the city. The last new library, Alicia
Ashman Library, opened in 2000 on the city’s far west side.

From 2008 to present, Sequoya, Goodman South Madison,
Central, Meadowridge, and Pinney Libraries were remodeled,
relocated and/or expanded. In 2016, the Communities Inspiring
Libraries report called for additional expansion on the east side of
the city, resulting in the expansion and relocation of the Pinney
Library (2020) and the recommendation for a northeast side library.

Imagination Center at Reindahl Park

Library service has also expanded through a series of mobile
service initiatives including the Bookmobile (1958), the
Readmobile, and more recently the Dream Bus (2019). The
Dream Bus predominantly serves youth and families in five
Madison neighborhoods and provides service at Reindahl
Park and other community locations.

Several libraries are now adjacent to community organizations
or city departments. These include Hawthorne Library and
Public Health of Madison and Dane County, a co-location of
the Meadowridge Library and the Meadowood Neighborhood
Center, and the adjacency of city and county partners near the
Goodman South Madison Library. Two of these libraries -
Hawthorne and Meadowridge - share meeting spaces, while
the Goodman South Madison Library formerly shared a space
with Public Health of Madison and Dane County.

In the last decade, library expansion has incorporated several
attributes that feature prominently in recommendations for the
Imagination Center at Reindahl Park. These include expanded
meeting and event spaces, active and outdoor spaces, a kitchen
at the Meadowridge Library, a garden at the Lakeview Library,
and an outdoor play and event space at the new Pinney Library.

HISTORY AND BACKGROUND



NEIGHBORHOODS

Northeast Madison is home to a variety of land uses and diverse
neighborhoods. For the purposes of this report, northeast Madison
or the Reindahl Park area is defined as the area east of the Dane
County Regional Airport and Madison College and north of Aberg
Avenue/Highway 30. The area is depicted below.
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Perhaps most noticeable about northeast Madison is the
dominant share of commercial and institutional land uses.

The area is home to sprawling land uses such as the Dane
County Regional Airport, Madison College, East Towne Mall,
UW Health at the American Center, and the American Center
Business Park. Highways 51 (Stoughton Road) and 151 (East
Washington Avenue) divide the area and have many smaller
commercial uses on their frontages. Several hotels, restaurants,
and automotive centers are located on East Washington Avenue,
and a variety of retail, office, and industrial buildings front
Stoughton Road.

In addition to commercial, institutional, and industrial land uses,
northeast Madison contains seven residential neighborhoods:
Truax, Hawthorne, Mayfair Park, Burke Heights, Ridgewood,
High Crossing, and Greater Sandburg. The neighborhoods are
diverse and contain different types, densities, and ages of
housing. The following section describes each neighborhood

in greater detail.

Truax

The Truax neighborhood is located north of East Washington
Avenue at the intersection of Wright Street and Straubel Street.
The neighborhood consists of the Truax Apartment complex and
the East Madison Community Center. Truax Apartments is a
public housing complex containing 144 dwelling units. The City
of Madison Community Development Authority (CDA) owns
and operates the Truax Apartment complex, and the apartments
are home to over 300 residents. In addition to the CDA, Joining
Forces for Families (JFF) has an office at Truax focused on

connecting neighborhood residents with community services.
JFF is an effort led by the Dane County Department of Human
Services. It is a partnership with several local service providers
including law enforcement agencies, public health departments,
and school districts. Their goal is to provide accessible and
integrated services to residents across Dane County including
the Truax neighborhood.

The East Madison Community Center (EMCC) lies in the
middle of the Truax community. The Center opened in 1966 as
a community meeting place in two Truax apartments. It later
moved to its current location with subsequent expansions in
1991, 1997, and 2008. The 2008 expansion greatly expanded

the facility and added a commercial kitchen, gym, and locker
rooms.* In 2018, the Center received an interior renovation from
the “Design for a Difference” charity makeover campaign.

The renovation brought new furniture, flooring, painting,

and more to the community center.

East Madison Community Center provides social, educational,

recreational, and cultural programming to neighborhood

residents as well as residents across the east side of Madison. It

provides a range of services from nutrition and health to the arts.

The Center manages 41 community garden plots, a food pantry,

and is a meal site for children during the summer months. It

also has an adult fitness room and a full-size gymnasium. The

* Speckhard Pasque, “East
Madison Community Center
Receives Major Renovation
from ‘Design for a Difference’

Movement,” The Cap Times.
October 15, 2018.

community center offers a variety of educational programming
and has after school care for students. The Center also has a

neighborhood resource center focused on helping adults obtain
job skills and gain access to other service providers. In addition

° East Madison Community
Center, n.d. https://
eastmadisoncc.org/.

to those services, East Madison Community Center is a place for
recreation and social events in the heart of the Truax community.®

NEIGHBORHOODS
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¢ Novak, Bill, “Hawthorne,
Lakeview Will Become
Community Schools; Service
and Support the Key,” Wisconsin
State Journal. May 23, 2018.

NEIGHBORHOODS

Hawthorne

The Hawthorne neighborhood is located to the south of the
Truax neighborhood. Wright Street bounds the neighborhood to
the west, Aberg Avenue to the south, and Stoughton Road to the
east. East Washington Avenue divides the neighborhood into two
parts, a smaller northern section and a larger southern section.

The northern part of the Hawthorne neighborhood contains
mostly single-family homes, which are tucked behind commercial
buildings that run along East Washington Avenue. The homes in
this area were developed incrementally over the course of five
decades, from the 1920s to the early 1970s. Several commercial
buildings are located in the neighborhood including the William
T. Evjue Access Community Health Clinic.

The southern part of the Hawthorne neighborhood is similar
to the northern section. The residences in this area include
one and two-family homes that were built in the 1940s and
1950s. Hawthorne Elementary School sits at the center of the
neighborhood and recently became a designated community
school.® The neighborhood also has a large zone of light
industrial activity along Stoughton Road and Aberg Avenue.

[ Mayfair Park and Burke Heights

The Mayfair Park and Burke Heights neighborhoods are both
comparable to the Hawthorne neighborhood. Each neighborhood
features an area of concentrated low-density housing and large
areas of commercial land use. Many of the homes in the two
neighborhoods were built in the 1960s and 1970s as Madison
expanded to the east. Housing in the Mayfair Park neighborhood
is located near Stoughton Road with commercial activity further
to the east. A cluster of three grocery stores is located there
including Hy-Vee, ALDI, and Target. Additionally, Madison Fire
Department Station #8 is in the neighborhood on Lien Road.

Imagination Center at Reindahl Park

Further to the south in Burke Heights, commercial land uses give
way to residential housing from west to east. On the western
side of the neighborhood is a UW Credit Union location and a
Walmart. Industrial activity, primarily warehousing, bridges the
commercial land uses to a residential subdivision that makes up
the bulk of the neighborhood to the east. Sycamore Park lies to
the north of the subdivision and is a community focal point. The
park includes over 71-acres of land and has a large off-leash dog
exercise area as well as recreational fields for soccer as well as
softball, picnic shelter, playground, and sledding areas.

| Ridgewood

The Ridgewood neighborhood is located between Highway 30,
1-90/94, and Lien Road. The neighborhood is the second largest
neighborhood in the Reindahl Park region. Ridgewood is almost
exclusively a residential neighborhood with a variety of single-
family and multi-family dwelling units. The neighborhood
developed more recently than most of the other neighborhoods
in the area, with the majority of houses built in the 1990s and
early 2000s.

Although the Ridgewood neighborhood is mostly residential,
Glacier Hill Park lies in the middle of the community. It is smaller
than Sycamore Park, but Glacier Hill Park still contains about
15-acres of land. Park features include a basketball court,
playground, and two open recreation fields. A sun shelter has
recently been added to the park, and an accessible path will
connect amenities in 2020. The master plan for Glacier Hill Park
was approved in 2019.

The Ridgewood neighborhood has a few individual land uses
that are not residential. To the south of the neighborhood lie



three places of worship. Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Calvary
Gospel Church, and Crosspoint Church of the Nazarene all call
the Ridgewood neighborhood home. The City of Madison Streets
Division - East Office is located to the west of the neighborhood
just north of Sycamore Park. The facility offers a drop-off location
for residents hauling brush and yard waste along with items

for recycling.

High Crossing

Beyond 1-90/94 and south of Highway 151 lies the High Crossing
Neighborhood. The neighborhood is small but growing. It
contains a large commercial presence located just south of Highway
151 that includes several auto dealerships and hotels. High
Crossing is also home to Madison Fire Department Station #11.

Residential development lies behind the commercial frontage

on Highway 151 and mostly consists of multi-family residential
buildings. The area includes both condominium and apartment
complexes. It also is home to Meadowmere Madison-an assisted
living facility-and the Madison Heights Senior Living Community.
The City of Madison is planning for new development further to
the south with residential construction unfolding all the way to
Lien Road, just east of the Ridgewood neighborhood.

Two neighborhood parks, High Crossing Park and Patriot Park,
are located on Congress Avenue. High Crossing Park is a
5.74-acre neighborhood park and includes a basketball court,
playground, rectangular athletic field and path system. The master
plan for Patriot Park was approved in 2017; similarly sized
(5.41-acres), the park will include a paved path and hiking trails;
future expansion of the park is planned to include a sun shelter,
play area, parking lot, and off-leash dog park.

Greater Sandburg

Immediately adjacent to the east side of Reindahl Park is

the Greater Sandburg neighborhood. The Greater Sandburg
neighborhood is the largest of the seven neighborhoods in the
Reindahl Park area. It is located north of Highway 151 and
branches off both sides of Portage Road heading to the north.
The west side of the neighborhood is predominantly single-
family housing. Much of this housing was developed between
the 1970s and 1990s. Several multi-family housing complexes are
nestled between the west side of the neighborhood and 1-90/94
at the eastern boundary of the neighborhood. These include
Forest Run, Morningside on the Green, and the Village Green
East apartments as well as the Stonebridge Condominiums.

Sandburg Park and Sandburg Woods stands in the middle of

the Greater Sandburg neighborhood. The woods is a 34-acre
conservation park featuring oak and hickory woodlands. The
area is part of a parkway strip that connects Sandburg Elementary
School with the eastern part of the neighborhood. Sandburg Park
has a recreational trail along its western edge as well as a field
with a basketball court to the north and a playground.

Perhaps the social center of the neighborhood is Sandburg
Elementary School. The school does not have an official
designation as a community school, but it provides many
community services beyond the scope of a typical elementary
school. The Food for Thought Initiative runs a full-service food
pantry at the school. In addition, the school allows community
members to use their facility during non-school hours and
provides other services such as mental health counseling.
Sandburg Elementary is also a dual language immersion school
and offers classroom instruction in Spanish and English.

NEIGHBORHOODS
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DEMOGRAPHICS

People with different backgrounds, ages, and experiences all call
the Reindahl Park area home. While similar in many regards to the
rest of Madison, the Reindahl Park area is a unique region of the
city with its own distinctive characteristics, which should inform

and enlighten the Imagination Center project.

Area Demographics

The Reindahl Park region has a higher percentage of children
than the city of Madison as a whole. Approximately 8.0% of
northeast Madison residents are children under the age of five,
compared to 6.4% living on the eastside, and 5.2% living in the
city at large. Even more telling is the amount of children between
the ages of five and 18 years old. Close to 25% of the population
is under 18 years old, compared to around 20% of east side
residents and only 17% of Madison residents. This suggests that
in addition to many young children, there are quite a few tweens
and teens living near the park. While there is an older adult
presence, the percentage of seniors (age 65+) is slightly lower
than the eastside and Madison, comprising about 10% of

the population.

In addition to skewing younger, the population living near
Reindahl Park is more ethnically diverse than that of Madison
generally. More immigrants in particular live in the neighborhoods
surrounding Reindahl Park. Around 13% of area residents were

7 City of Madison Planning not born in the U.S., which is notably higher than the percentage
Division. Equitable Development . . .. . .. . .
e mm— of immigrants living on the eastside (8.7%) and living in Madison

of Factors Contributing to
Displacement and Gentrification.
Madison, W1 August 6, 2019. were born in Latin America, Asia, or Africa. As a result, there

(11.7%). The vast majority of immigrants residing in the area
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are more limited English speaking households than other areas
of Madison'’s eastside; however, the number of households that
speak little English is similar to Madison overall.

The racial makeup of the area is also more diverse than typical
in Madison given the high proportion of immigrants. The region
has a larger percentage of African-American, Hispanic, and
Asian residents than the rest of the city. An estimated 8.0% of
area residents identify as African-American, compared with
6.5% of Madison residents. Similarly, Asian-Americans comprise
9.4% of the population in northeast Madison, which is higher
than the rate of 8.8% in the city of Madison. Adding to the area’s
diversity, there is also a significantly higher Latinx population.
Approximately 9% of area residents are of Hispanic origin
compared to 7% of residents on the eastside and the city

of Madison.

Another demographic factor worth consideration is housing
affordability in the Reindahl Park area. More specifically, the
cost of renting a dwelling unit warrants attention as rents have
increased faster in recent years than home values in Madison.”
According to the Census Bureau, cost burdened renters are those
who spend more than 30% of their gross income on housing
costs. Extremely cost burdened renters are those who spend
more than 50% of their gross income to secure housing. In the
Reindahl Park area, roughly 2 in 5 renters are cost burdened and
1 in 5 renters are extremely cost burdened. While not quite as
high as the rate of cost burdened renters in the city of Madison
generally, the numbers still merit attention.

Educational attainment is another measurement requiring
examination to develop an understanding of northeast Madison
residents. Fewer Reindahl Park area residents have completed



a bachelor’s or a graduate degree compared to the Madison
population as a whole. The region is home to a lower percentage
of residents with a bachelor’s degree than the city of Madison
(27.1% vs. 32.2%), as well as a significantly lower number of
residents with a graduate degree (12.6% vs. 24.9%). A higher rate
of residents in the Reindahl Park area have received associate’s
degrees or have attended some college without obtaining a
degree. In addition, the region has a higher percentage of
residents without a high school diploma than Madison overall
(6.9% vs. 4.6%).

One final metric that commands attention is the ability of
residents to access the internet in their homes. In northeast
Madison, around 14 % of residents do not have an internet
connection in their home or a mobile data plan allowing them
to connect to the internet. Although the rate of residents living
in the Reindahl Park area without a data connection is slightly
lower than the city of Madison as a whole, it is still substantial,

with approximately 1,500 households living near Reindahl Park

unable to access the internet at home. Libraries serve internet
needs of residents and visitors in all neighborhoods in which
they reside and this will be an important service consideration
for the Imagination Center’s operation.

CULTURE AND CHARACTER

Create safe and affirming
community spaces that
bring people together and
provide social outlets for
underrepresented groups.

The Imagination Center’s meeting
rooms, community space, seating areas,
food preparation space, and outdoor
space will provide the infrastructure for
safe and affirming community spaces.
The Center will bring the community
together through art, media, civic
engagement, and recreation. In addition,
immigrants and English learners will be
able to access immigration, citizenship,
and literacy resources. Reindahl Park
will activate in novel and exciting

ways with the addition of the
Imagination Center.

NOSIAVIN ANID VN

1



12

8 2013-2017 American

Community Survey (ACS)
5-year Estimates

DEMOGRAPHICS

Northeast Madison Demographics

DEMOGRAPHICS® REINDAHL* % EASTSIDE** % MADISON %
Total Population 25,972 10.4% 100,736 40.5% 248,856  100.0%
Population Sample for Poverty Data 25,776 10.9% 99,638 41.9% 237,559 100.0%
Number of Families for Poverty Data 6,278 12.4% 23,295 45.9% 50,806 100.0%
Number of Households 10,748 10.0% 44,350 41.1% 107,890 100.0%
YOUTH POPULATION

Population under 5 2,067 8.0% 6,438 6.4% 13,033 5.2%
Population under 18 6,431 24.8% 20,102 20.0% 41,499 16.7%
Population 18 and up 19,541 75.2% 80,634 80.0% 207,357 83.3%
Population 25 and up 17,161 66.1% 71,930 71.4% 154,397 62.0%
OLDER ADULT POPULATION

Population 65 and up 2,644 10.2% 12,240 12.2% 27,564 1M.1%
ORIGIN AND LANGUAGE

Limited English Speaking Households 341 3.2% 1,154 2.6% 3,752 3.5%
Foreign Born 3,396 13.1% 8,724 8.7% 29,049 M.7%
POVERTY

Families Living in Poverty 416 6.6% 1,722 7.4% 4,014 7.9%
All People Living in Poverty 2,331 9.0% 1,720 11.8% 43,568 18.3%
RACE AND ETHNICITY

White 19,687 75.8% 81,204 80.6% 196,174 78.8%
Black/African American 2,082 8.0% 8,303 8.2% 16,273 6.5%
Asian 2,435 9.4% 5,682 5.6% 21,836 8.8%
American Indian/Native American 106 0.4% 247 0.2% 947 0.4%
Some other race 891 3.4% 1,650 1.6% 4,802 1.9%
Two or more races 771 3.0% 3,628 3.6% 8,704 3.5%
Hispanic, any race 2,254 8.7% 7,030 7.0% 17,473 7.0%

Imagination Center at Reindahl Park




HOUSING AND HOUSING SECURITY REINDAHL* EASTSIDE** MADISON

Cost Burdened Renters 2,069 41.0% 8,942 47.0% 28,084 49.7%
Extremely Cost Burdened Renters 993 19.7% 4,085 21.5% 15,557 27.5%
Total Renters 5,051 19,044 56,500

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT

(25 YEARS OLD+) REINDAHL* % EASTSIDE** % MADISON %

No High School Diploma 1,183 6.9% 4179 5.8% 7,169 4.6%
Some College SESHlil 22.8% 14,326 19.9% 24,346 15.8%
Associate's Degree 2,097 12.2% 7,882 11.0% 12,981 8.4%
Bachelor's